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Abstract: 

Rohinton Mistry's 1995 novel A Fine Balance is set in 1970s India and follows four 

characters who come to connect with one another over a time of around 15 years. There is Dina, 

the striving landowner whose spouse was run over and murdered while cycling to purchase 

frozen yogurt for a family assembling; Ishvar and Omprakash, tailors whose families had been 

mistreated by the dangerous tradition of the standing framework; and Maneck, a refrigeration 

and cooling understudy whose closest companion is tormented and slaughtered by the public 

authority.  

Vital to the plotline is The Emergency of 1975-1977, in which the Prime Minister was 

enabled to run by pronouncement, making a viable autocracy in light of dangers of 'inside 

unsettling influence'. This Emergency, under the authority of Indira Gandhi, end up being 

perhaps the most strongly disputable snapshots of free India's set of experiences. Constrained 

mass-cleansing, restriction of the press, mass political captures, and a 'public beautification' 

program in which a large number of ghettos were demolished, made an environment of political 

and social change which the four characters are compelled to explore over the span of the novel. 
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Introduction: 

To attempt to clarify the characters' individual stories in a single short section is a 

shamefulness to the unfathomable image of agony and enduring that Mistry paints. In any case, 

the inquisitive magnificence of the book is that in a story so soaked with torment, dread, torment, 

demise and mutilation, there arises undeniable snapshots of euphoria. Mistry makes it 

bounteously certain that even the most obscure repulsions can't choke out the central personnel 



of the human condition – to snicker despite misfortune. This in itself, notwithstanding, is in no 

way, shape or form a piece of a flawless and created story in which great trumps evil, and to 

settle with that would be an injury to Mistry's unmistakably more nuanced portrayal of life and 

difficulty.  

Indeed, before the finish of the book, one starts to scrutinize the title. The mind-boggling 

impression is that there is by all accounts no 'Fine Balance' at all, and it is reasonable to presume 

that all the delight and want of the characters in the novel, all their irregular yet ground-breaking 

promising signs, are subdued with an upsetting, disastrous irrevocability in its end pages. It is 

positively a calming account. Without parting with anything, a future peruser ought not 

anticipate an upbeat completion. Nonetheless, as The Atlantic puts it: 

This summarizes what appears to be the main part of the book. It turns out to be certain 

that Mistry's 'Fine Balance' isn't the adjusting of equity and foul play, of good and evil, or of 

adoration and disdain. It doesn't endeavor to depict life as an evenhanded state in which these 

alternate extremes weigh against one another into a dubious yet suffering 'Equilibrium'. We learn 

rather that this equilibrium is a perspective, of estimating inspiration and idealism against 

despair. On the off chance that happiness can show itself in the most despicable of conditions, at 

that point individual enduring can generally be adjusted against acknowledgment – and 

ultimately rebellion – of one's own condition. 

Dina Dalal is losing her grip on her monetary autonomy. A moderately aged widow, what 

freedom she has was hard-won. After the passing of her dad, she was dealt with like a 

homegrown worker by her domineering more established sibling who relinquished her schooling 

and looked for just to wed her off to an auspicious match when one could be found. The next 

years contained not many breaks to satisfaction however misfortune was in every case not far 

behind.  

Fitting gave her independence for a period, however she couldn't completely run away to 

a more elevated level of monetary autonomy. As the years pass by, her vision starts to fizzle and 

her freedom stays yet to be determined. Maybe the two tailors she has recruited to finish orders 

from a fare organization will keep her from getting back to rely upon her sibling.  



Tailors Ishvar and his nephew Omprakash 'Om' Darji have gone to the enormous city 

looking for work and acknowledge a proposal from Dina to sew under her watch in her level. 

Ishvar and Om's family story is one of unjustifiable misfortune. They begin from a little town 

where their family have a place with the chamaar standing, an unapproachable rank involving 

cowhide laborers, leather experts and shoemakers. Their family ancestry is one of certain bias, 

savagery, assault, torment and murder that they have made due by mortification and avoidance. 

It was a demonstration of valiance, edginess and disrespect with respect to the past age to 

break position and embrace fitting as their family's future. For every one of its prizes it was 

likewise a hazardous excursion, getting under the skin of old foes, from which they have not yet 

completely got away. Dangers currently likewise show up as progress as mass-created, prepared 

fit garments possibly make their picked exchange out of date. It is their expectation that the city 

offers the possibility of speedy cash with which they can re-visitation of their town and revive 

their exchange their conventional home.  

Be that as it may, the disengaged network gives minimal instructive occasion to Maneck. 

Their mountain heaven is likewise under danger from the infringing outside world. Streets and 

improvement are bringing new rivalry for the little privately-run company and, causing him a 

deep sense of despondency, Maneck has been shipped off the city to consider cooling and 

refrigeration fix which his dad accepts offers him a superior possibility at a prosperous future 

than any in their genealogical home.  

Conclusion: 

These four individuals, who in typical conditions would not have a lot to do with one 

another presently end up bound to imply environmental factors. At first, they are on the whole 

extremely vigilant and doubtful of one another coming from various locales, religions and 

financial classes as they do. The things they have all carried with them from their pasts 

additionally have an influence in their powerlessness to confide in one another. However, the pay 

from the fitting alone won't sufficiently be to help Dina make a decent living. On the 

recommendation of a companion, she consents to allow her to save space to an understudy. She 

has been guaranteed that Maneck Kohlah is a good youngster who needs for little however a 

calm spot to study and rest and two or three complete dinners daily. 
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